Book reviews
The Arteries and Veins of the Human Spinal Cord from Birth G F Dommisse MD ChM FRCS(Ed) pp 104 illustrated £9 Edinburgh &c.: Churchill Livingstone 1975 This monograph is the result of a five-year study by microdissection and microangiography on 42 cadavers of all ages, carried out by an orthopaedic surgeon working in the Department of Anatomy of the University of Pretoria. The dissections were performed with the cord in situan important point when seeking to determine the origin or termination of the smaller vessels. There are 32 half-page colour plates that are nearly all of outstanding quality, and other illustrations in monochrome, some of which have obviously lost something in reproduction. There are numerous tables and diagrams giving precise details of arterial and venous locations in different specimens, and the general layout of the book is pleasingly different from the usual routine product.
While it is clearly established that the arterial supply of the cord depends essentially on three longitudinal trunks, the main lesson to be learned is that the feeders for these main vessels show extreme variability in their origins, and the surgeon operating in this area must not be lulled into a false sense of security by assuming that there is a reliable degree of constancy. The production of a volume such as this should remind those clinicians whose popular sport it is to debunk anatomy that this basic science still has much to offer by way of instruction and explanation, and the author is to be congratulated on this fundamental approach to such a vital part ,of the body. London: Lloyd-Luke As the author says in his preface, this book presents his 'personal philosophic approach to congenital heart disease'. As such it is, perhaps inevitably, very uneven in quality. The clinical aspects are discussed very cukrsorily and, astonishingly, there are no illustrations at all of electrocardiograms and no more than the occasional, not very informative, line drawing of angiocardiographic appearances. Most of the illustrations are diagrams to illustrate the findings at cardiac catheterization and it is in his account of his personal catheterization techniques that the author is at his best. These sections reflect his interest and vast experience in investigational work and, being written in a pleasantly chatty style, will be appreciated, as light bed-time reading, by many experienced cardiologists. Apart from this it is difficult to say for whom the book is intended. There are several better, and cheaper, books suitable for beginners and the system of references is so unsatisfactory that it could never serve as a work of reference for more experienced workers. Thus, no attempt is made to review the literature and the few publications by other workers mentioned in the text are not included in the list of references which, as the author freely admits, is no more than 'a compendium of important contributions'.
Altogether, although some sections are not without merit, this book cannot be recommended. Its 'cost-effectiveness' is low, it will confuse many beginners, and often irritate the experts. P R FLEMING An Introduction to Clinical Embryology by Leonard V Crowley MD pp xii +425 illustrated £8.25 London: Lloyd-Luke 1974 Embryology is of interest not only to the academic embryologist but also to the pathologist who wishes to explain the various congenital anomalies he encounters and to the clinician who has to treat various congenital defects. Recent advances in cytogenetics and the increasing importance of the possible effects of drugs on the fetus have made this subject of topical concern. This is an interesting new textbook, written by a pathologist for medical students. Emphasis has therefore been placed on the development of those systems in which congenital defects are relatively common and amenable to treatment and particular stress is placed on the genitourinary tract and the cardiovascular system. Clinical embryology overlaps other fields and this book ranges rather wider than texts of similar size. It includes material on abortion, the pathology of twinning and ectopic pregnancy and on cyto-genetics. The effects of contraceptive tablets receive adequate cover in the section on hormones and the menstrual cycle. There is a final chapter on normal labour and delivery, since many students at the stage at which they are studying embryology may not have witnessed a normal delivery.
The book is clearly written, well illustrated with numerous diagrams and clear photographs and has a strong clinical bias. It will certainly prove a useful addition to the textbooks available to clinical students in this field.
HAROLD ELLIS

Essentials of Immunology by Benjamin Lee Gordon I MD PhD FACA
2nd edn pp xii+380 illustrated £3.25 Philadelphia: FA Davis 1974 Bristol: John Wright Here is another book of basic immunology. The presentation is poor and the limited, often unhelpful (e.g. p 234) and muddled (p 252), figures are paralleled by poor selection (methods of delineation of protein primary structure has no place in such a book) and arrangement (the Paul-Bunnell test in the chapter on Tissue Transplantation) of material. Many lessons are learnt from an extensive account of immunodeficiency, using unaccepted nomenclature, in which all problems are omitted or deniede.g. the low IgA of thymectomized animals, and the normal B cell numbers in most immunoglobulin deficiency. In the section on neonatal immunity, response and responsiveness are not distinguished. This book does not stand comparison with the present best (is the similarity of title a coincidence ?). J F SOOTHILL Gross Pathology -A colour atlas by R C Curran and E L Jones pp 147 illustrated £8.75 Aylesbury: HM + M Plublishers 1974 A penny buys little nowadays. Yet here are 762 coloured illustrations of gross morbid anatomical specimens, most of them photographically superb, set out by anatomical systems and accompanied by short descriptive and informative legendsl-all for about lp each. While the inclusion of scales of length throughout would have been useful, relatively few figures are seriously diminished by their absence. It is precisely because the visual bargain is such a good one that certain imperfections of text and captions obtrude: there is evidence of undue haste in proof-reading; an occasional legend could be more happily phrased; and rare instances persist of potentially misleading old-fashioned nomenclature ('myomalacia cordis' for ruptured myocardial infarct, 'carcinomatous lymphangitis' for carcinomatous permeation of lymphatics, and 'cystosarcoma phylloides' used alongside the preferred 'giant fibro-adenoma'). Not all would agree that infarction is found in 25% of adenomatous prostates; or that ankylosing spondylitis is merely rheumatoid arthritis of unusual anatomical distribution. However, the excellence of the whole outweighs these blemishes. There is a full index.
Mastery of morbid anatomy is essential for the undergraduate clinical student, for whom this book is primarily designed. It is, of course, best learned in the post-mortem room in the context of the patient and his illness. But students who may lack a sufficiency of such teaching, and are perhaps also without a good museum of pathology, will find this book valuable. Those in the developing countries, for instance, come at once to mind. It is to be hoped that an early reprinting will allow the necessary small amount of revision. in people of all ages and the title of this monograph stimulates thought regarding the age distribution of various skin diseases. Most common diseases are present in individuals of any age, but peaks related to age are seen in the incidence of a particular condition. So few skin diseases are seen only in the elderly that a textbook about them would be of little value, and when the diseases covered by the present text are reviewed it is soon appreciated that the title should be 'A short textbook of dermatology with emphasis on skin diseases in the elderly'. While solar elastosis, stasis ulcers, skin malignancy and pemphigoid are especially seen in geriatric dermatology, one wonders how commonly erythema *nodosum, erythema induratum (Bazin) granuloma annulare, pemphigus vulgaris and acne vulgaris are seen by the geriatrician.
The text, which is easy to read, has been carefully and clearly written. It is informative, concise and up to date. Very few references are quoted, though this does not necessarily detract from the way in which the information is presented. Most of the illustrations are in monochrome and of reasonably good quality, but some, such as senile lentigo, lupus pernio, prereticulotic poikiloderma and erythema ab igne, lack definition or do not show the skin disease in closeup and add nothing to the description of the disease in the text. The paper is of good quality
